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Presidents Footsteps 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY PFS!  Yes, it has been a year since 
Phoenix Free Soles began.   
It was a quiet start with a core group of running friends meeting 
in public places breaking bread (drinking some bread too) to 
solidify plans to start a new running club.  Important aspects and 
agreements were discussed in lengthy detail at times (a lot of 
emails) including a name and mission which is critical for 
alignment and lasting meaning.  A name was needed to submit 
to USATF as a first official club race was coming quick at Bend 
Oregon for the Club Cross Country Championships so the 
Phoenix Free Soles won out over others and held up later with 
larger group launch vote.  That club cross country race had 
legendary “cutter” PFS initials on white running tops (a real 
classic!).  Logos were in work at the same time and eventually 
the bright colored Phoenix rising took over the rest.  Friendships 
continued and eventually a formal launch was started which put 
motion in a direction heading down the road.   
 
It’s been a successful year with many pitching in, sharing of 
thoughts and suggestions, helping out, Mountain to Fountain 
race support, bylaws, officers, corporation approval, website, 
insurance, clinics, clothing, newsletters, bank account, having 
fun, running, discounts, get-togethers, continued friendships, 
racing, new members, new running locations, water/fuel stops, 
coaching, and much more.   
Happy Birthday to PFS!  We made it a year which has set a 
foundation.  We can all look ahead to year #2 and what it will 
bring!  
 
Gotta run now! 
Todd 
  



Southwest Spine and Sports Mountain 

to Fountain (M2F) 15K and 5K 
 

 

 
I think most of you are familiar with the M2F 15K, but I wanted 
to write few lines to encourage everyone to be active in the 
2015 race as either a volunteer or participant or both.  The race 
was started in 2011 to bring a competitive yet fun race to the 
Phoenix area.  A passion of mine is elite running, and it seemed 
crazy that a city of 5 million didn’t have a decent prize money 
race to draw national class runners to Phoenix. In the good old 
days Phoenix had multiple national class races, and the best of 
the best regularly spent part of the winter here training and 
racing. M2F is an attempt to bring national class talent to 
Phoenix at least once a year.  At the same time all participants 
are looking for a good course and a good time.  Before I was old 
enough to drink all road races had post race beer.  How that 
tradition died I’ll never understand, but I knew it needed 
reviving.  Four Peaks was on board with idea so all finishers of 
age get a beer post race, the awards ceremony is the best in the 
West with our Win Your Weight in Beer team competition. 
 
The race is on Sunday, March 8, 2015.  Please mark your 
calendar right now so you don’t plan anything else for that 

weekend.  We need runners and we need volunteers if this 
great race is to continue to get better every year which is our 
goal.  This a race put on by runners for runners.  We use our 
collective racing experiences to put on an excellent race while 
intentionally keeping it affordable so most anyone can run. I 
think the races future is bright with PFS involved and look 
forward to spending a day with all of you in March.  If you have 
questions about getting involved let me know.  The volunteer 
web site is almost ready.  Once it is we’ll send that address to 
everyone.  In an upcoming email Kristi will include a discount 
code for those of you wanting to run the race.  Thanks in 
advance for your support. 
 
~ Coach John 
 
 
A few additional points about this year’s race: 

 A 5k will be added this year 

 The PFS Club will take a more active role in the race this 
year, as the race will be ‘Sponsored by SW Spine and 
Presented by Phoenix Free Soles” 

 Please contact racedirector@m2f15k.com if you are able 
to volunteer. The race is on March 8th. 

 
  



Coach’s Corner: 

Is the Same Old Thing Giving You the 
Same Old Results? 

 
 

 
 
As 2014 winds down many of you are starting to think about 
things you would like to achieve in 2015.  As you do this I would 
encourage you to take a good look at your training to see if it 
needs freshening up.  Do you have a chronic injury that needs to 
be addressed?  Do you run the same mileage everyday and / or 
every week?  Do you use the same rotation of workouts? If you 
are strength training have you changed the routine lately?  
 
All training yields diminishing returns when left unchanged for 
long periods.  Our bodies are fantastic at adaptation so once 
they adapt to a routine they stop improving and often begin to 
get worse.  This is why 20 miles/week works for a while but 
eventually 30 are required to take the next step then speed 
work helps then more mileage etc.  I know a routine is 
comforting, but as Einstein said “Insanity: doing the same thing 

over and over again and expecting different results.”  If I can 
help you make some productive changes in 2015 let me know. 
 
~ Coach John 
 

 

  



Looking to Order an additional PFS T-

Shirt? 
 
Hi Phoenix Free Soles! 
 
Many of you have voiced a desire to have similar t-shirts to our 
sister group SDP. Now you can! Please take a look at the below 
product and payment options. If you have any questions please 
don't hesitate to email me at Kristi.Mendenhall3@Gmail.com or 
call 520-235-4164. 
 
PFS Logo Options: 
 
 

 

Option #1 
 
 

 

Option #2 
 
Men's T-Shirt $18 ea (including shipping) 
These soft vintage feel t-shirts come pre-washed and pre-shrunk, 
making sure that your size and color will hold up with time. 

  

100% ringspun cotton 
Pre-washed 
Double-stitched neckline

 

 

 

(Secretary/Ted editorial comment for male PFS members:  You 
are not allowed to pose & concurrently wear your hair like this 
guy along with your PFS shirt  ) 

mailto:Kristi.Mendenhall3@Gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women's T-Shirt $18 ea (including shipping) 
These soft vintage feel t-shirts come pre-washed and pre-shrunk, 
making sure that your size and color will hold up with time. 

 

100% ringspun cotton 
Pre-washed 
Double-stitched neckline 
Feminine silhouette 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 
And here are actual examples: 

 

 

Ok. Know what you want? Great. Now, how do you pay? 
 
The Club prefers payments be made through PayPal.  Log into 
your PayPal account and provide payment to a friend/family 
with specific details in the notes with payment 
to:  Phoenixfreesoles@hotmail.com 
 
Along with the payment please include all ordering details and 
your name as well (use notes in PayPal to confirm all 
information). 

Shirt information should include: 
PFS Logo (#1 orange or #2 black) 
Qty 
Size(s) 
Type (men's/women's) 
Color of shirt(s)  

 
However, if you need to mail a payment please reply with all 
ordering details, a note that your check will be in the mail and 
then send payment to:  

Phoenix Free Soles 
P.O. Box15096 
Scottsdale, AZ 85267 

  
 
Thanks, 
~ Kristi  

mailto:Phoenixfreesoles@hotmail.com


PFS Year End Party 
The First Annual Phoenix Free Soles End of the Year Banquet 
was a great success. Not only did we have a great turnout, but 
there was plenty of great food and no shortage of just an overall 
great time.  
 
For those of you who may have missed out, here's a quick recap 
of the evening. Thanks to the hard work of your treasurer, Mark 
Gershman, the night started off with a great spread of salad, 
wings, pasta and pizza from Oregano's. Mark took charge and 
had the party set to go in no time. Everyone had a great time 
eating and drinking while sharing stories and catching up. It was 
a beautiful evening so we couldn't have asked for a better place 
to have our event than one of our favorite hangouts, Dr. Ron 
Hyde's house.  
 
Instead of having dessert catered, we asked those who attended 
to make and bring their favorite holiday treat and enter it in a 
contest for the best one. The Free Soles certainly did not 
disappoint and the judges had an extremely tough decision in 
trying to pick the best. In the end, it was Alanna Bernacchi's 
Canadian Nanaimo Bars that took the prize. They were so good, 
my mouth is watering just writing this and thinking about them 
again. Way to go Alanna! 
 
After dessert, the only thing left to do was announce the 
winners of the awards. The first year for the Phoenix Free Soles 
had no shortage of great performances, comebacks, 
improvements, personal records, word wide traveling and 
unfortunately, a few who had to experience what most all of us 
have at some point as runners do and that's a setback due to 
injury. The participation in the nomination process as well as the 
voting was outstanding. There were many who were recognized 

and there were some extremely close calls in the voting process, 
but in the end, there was only room for one winner in each 
category.  
 
...and the winners are: 
 
Best Race Performance by a Male - JT Turner 
Best Race Performance by a Female - Ariana Hilborn 
Best Comeback of the Year - Alanna Bernacchi 
Most Improved Runner of the Year - Sandi Kramer 
Worst Race Photo of the Year - Todd Barnes 
Sally Meyerhoff Award - John Reich 
Race Addict - Mark Gershman 
Most Miles Traveled - Branden Turley & Valerie Grosso 
Broken Award - Suzanne Klausner 
 

 

Following pictures courtesy of  / grabbed from those Valerie 

Grosso took. 

Also thanks again to Ron for hosting the party, and for the 

following folks & businesses for contributing to the event with 

gifts:  Lance/Karen (Sole Sports), Ron (Runner’s Den), Dan 

Klausner, Four Peaks, and John Reich.  Sorry in advance if missed 

others.  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



PFS New Members 
 
Jeff Reich – See next page 
 
David Allison 

 
Yes – ‘The’ David Allison 
Check out his 3TV 5k results (enough said) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Bogdan Anghel 

 
Dr., Ragnar Team Member, & all around cool guy 

 

 

 



 

 

Carrie ‘CB’ Birth

PFS and Sonoran Distance Project member (and bad-ass 

runner)  



PFS Member of the Month 

 

Name:   
Jeff Reich (not a relative to John Reich) 

 

 
Any family information you would like to share:  
Married to Farraday Newsome, we have 3 kids, 3 cats and a dog.  
 
 

Profession:   
Artist/Teacher. Recently retired from full time teaching at the 
Mesa Arts Center. Now working full time in my home studio 
with my wife at Indigo Street Pottery.  
 
When did you begin running and why?  
Started running 3 and a half years ago after switching to a plant 
based diet and losing 40 lbs I wanted to get into better shape.  
 
Race result or run you are most proud of:  
Half marathon PR at Phoenix 3tv of 1:39 and 3rd in age group.  
 
Other hobbies: 
Native desert gardening, hiking, dog agility.  
 
Best running advice or quote: 
Running fitness takes time and John Reich's "it's just running" 
 
Future goals/upcoming races:   
Fiesta Bowl Half and my first marathon in Jan. PF Chang's Rock n 
Roll marathon.  
 

  



Secretary Transition & New Secretary 

Introduction: 
 
As you may know, Ariana Hilborn has moved with her husband 
to the San Diego area, unfortunate for all of us, but a great 
opportunity for their family.  While I don’t know Ariana well -
 the first time I ran with the PFS’s not yet a member Ariana 
along with Ron Hyde both ran with me as we chatted for 9 
mile’ish until they could no longer deal with my pokey 
pace.  They didn’t have to do that as I imagine they both had 
specific workouts to do - really nice and welcoming of them – a 
small gesture but the type of thing that sticks with you. 
Then when I got home and promptly online Google stalked them 
both I realized who I had just run with… How Cool! 
 
An introduction of myself so the group knows what it has gotten 
itself into: 
  

Name:   
Ted Braun 
  

Life Story :  
I grew up in Flint MI, went to Michigan State, and moved out to 
The Valley right after graduating. 
Since then I/we have lived about as much in Japan as have in the 

US (日本語を勉強する事と日本の市場のビスネスが好き).  
most recently returning to the US/the Phoenix area from Japan 
in March of this year. 
I have been married 17+ years to the love of my like – Aki 
(married up big-time!), and we have two girls who fortunately 
take after their mother in most all respects. 
I got hooked on running in 2009 and especially during my 3 
years in most recent assignment in Japan became an absolute 
running addict.  I seem to move around and/or pick up 

addictions in life - most of them healthy-ish;   Partying too much 
during HS, studying & weightlifting starting in college, work and 
Japanese, and now running. 
 
I have bounced around in different running groups in The Valley 
but believe have found my home/the correct one for me in the 
PFS’s.   
There are a few reasons for this which I would like to 
share/check off, which also go a ways in explaining myself & the 
type of person I am and try to be. 

(1) I mentioned the story about Ariana & Ron the first time I 

ran with PFS - I thought that was so nice of them - ✓#1 
(2) I also have noticed most of the PFS runners have one of 

the two looks that I just love in runners.  The first of 
which is that zeal for life & running.  I see it all the time in 
people in the group – I was rereminded (when you went 
to MSU you can use words like this) of this when new 
member Carrie ‘CB’ Birth came out for her first run with 
the group, to when Brett Bernacchi gave a speech about 
Ron Hyde at the party at his house (you could just see it 

in his eyes - cool) - ✓#2a.  The other look is when you 

see like JT, Susan Loken, or Ricardo going to work in a 
Sunday run (especially JT seems have it) – just that look 

of intensity and chip-on-shoulderness - love it!  ✓#2b.   

(3) My dad has done tons in life volunteering his time and 
efforts towards golf – especially junior golf - in Michigan, 
and I have really never done much of squat in this respect 
and was really cool for me to see all the things/people 
involved in the Mountain-to-Fountain in the meeting 
recently at Wildflower .  I just thought how cool that all of 
these people are putting this on just to do something 

positive for the community. ✓#3 



(4) Finally I am a total screwball…  and love to do stupid fun 
stuff.  And the PFS topper in this respect which I have 
been exposed to thus far was Dan ‘BatDan’ Crane at the 
recent McDowell Rgnl Park Ragnar Trail race when he 
went into his tent around 2:00am and came out with 
nothing on but a tiny g-string with the Batman symbol on 
it.  From there ‘Bat Dan’promptly went out and set the 8-
mile course loop course record over 420+ teams which 
had 8 runners apiece.  I can only imagine what all the 
probably close to 100 runners that he passed thought as 
some basically naked dude in a Batman g-string came 
ripping pass them at 2:30 in the morning.  Friggin 
hilarious!  I absolutely must be in a/the running club with 

fellow idiots like this.  ✓#4 

 
So that is about it – long winded as usual...   
Look forward to running with folks in the group I have not met 
yet! 
 
~ Ted Braun 
   

 

 
  



Random Pic’s
  

Ricardo & JT getting it done 

 

Susan Loken – with article to go with; 
http://www.ahwatukee.com/image_49c40bf8-6eb2-11e4-be8c-
278898c7e5cc.html  
 
 

http://www.ahwatukee.com/image_49c40bf8-6eb2-11e4-be8c-278898c7e5cc.html
http://www.ahwatukee.com/image_49c40bf8-6eb2-11e4-be8c-278898c7e5cc.html


 

PFS Representing at the McDowell Mtn Rgnl Park Ragnar Trail 
Race 
 
 
Apologies for sparseness of pictures – please add them to our 
Facebook Group Page - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/376206465875680/ going 
forward among other methods and we will continue to add to 
the newsletter. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/376206465875680/

